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Jleonu; MemkoB... OZJHO 3TO UM 3BYUYMT He MPOCTO KaK JiereH/a, a Kak
3MMYecKasi cara, BbiCeueHHasi B KaMHe ucTopyud. OH — He TPOCTO O/IVH U3
CMIOPTCMEHOB, a HaCTOSI[UNA TUTAaH, MO/JIMHHBIN MTHOHEP, C Ubell MOTy4yel BOU U
HEeYKPOTUMOW SHePruy HauMHaI0Ch CTAHOB/IEHHEe COBETCKOTO TIjlaBaHus,
3aK/1a/IbIBAJTUCh €r0 BeJIMKKUe TPAAULIMU. DTO ObI/T Ue/IOBEK, Ubs )KU3Hb — 3TO
Hepa3pbIBHBIU CIJIaB HEBEPOSTHOM, TIOMCTUHE T€PONYECKOM CUJIbI AyXa,
HETI0K0/IeOMMOT0 MY>KeCTBa ¥ COBEpPIIIeHHO 6e3rpaHUYHOM, TTIOUTH MUCTUYECKOM
nMr00BY K BOJTHOM CTUXUU, KOTOPasi CTasia Zijissi Hero BTOPLIM IOMOM.
TpuHaAIaTUKPATHBIN PEKOP/ICMeH MHPa, ero UMs 30JI0TbIMU OyKBaMH M Ha BeKa
BIMMCAHO B aHHAJTbl MUPOBOTO CIIOPTa, HO 3a CYXUMHU, JIJAKOHUUHbIMU CTPOUYKaMU
o(ULIMaTBHBIX JOCTU)KEHUN CKPbIBAeTCSI HEUTO ropaso Oosbliiee: MOA/IMHHAS
Tpareausi U TpuyMd BOJIU, TIPOH3UTETbHAsI 00/Tb yTPaT U HETIPeK/IOHHasI, TOUTH
(haHaTUYHas )KaXK/la KU3HU, KOTOPas BCer/ia PUBOAUIIA K robefie.

‘Takoe MUPHOe BpeMs, ITOJTHOe CITIOPTHUBHBIX CBePIIeHUN U Npe/IBKYLLIEeHNH,
BHe3arHo obopBanock. BoiiHa, 6e3kanocTHast U GecrioljaiHasi, BOpBaiach B €ro
)KU3Hb, CJIOBHO CMEPTOHOCHas, CMeTarolljasi BCce Ha cBoeM myTu Oypsi. He
pa3ziyMbiBasi HU CeKyH/Ibl, Oe3 Maseix Kosiebanuii, Jleonus MeIikoB 0CTaBUI
CBOU 6H€CTHH.[I/I€ CIIODTHUBHBIE JOCTWXXE€HHWA, CBOU 3dBETHbBIE MEUTHLI O HOBBIX
pekop/iax Y, IBWXKUMbII UCTUHHBIM MaTPUOTU3MOM, 100pPOBOJIbLIEM YIIIes Ha
(poHT. OH HarpaBW/ICS TIPSIMO B CamMoe TeKJI0 CPayKeHUM, Ty1a, T/ie pellanach
cyabba cTpaHsbl, Ty/ia, Ile K&XKAbli leHb MOT cTaTh nociaegHuM. Ha JIy>kckom
o0opoHUTETEHOM PyOexxe, MeCTe 0)KeCTOUeHHbIX 00eB, T/ie KaXK/blii METp 3eMJTH
Ob11 OyKBa/IbHO MPOIUTAH KPOBBIO, IOTOM U OTUasiHUEM 3allIUTHUKOB, eMy ObIJIO
IIOPYYeHO 3a/laHue UCK/IF0UUTEIbHON Ba)KHOCTH. OT ero BhIIOIHEHUS 3aBUCeN
JKU3HU COTEH, a MOXKeT ObIThb, U THICSY Jitoeil. EMy mpeicTOs1/I0 IPOHUKHYTH B
r/1y0OKMi ThITT Bpara, pa3Be/iaTh MO3ULMU HeMELIKMX BOMCK, y3HaTb UX TOUHYIO
YMCJIEHHOCTD Y IlepeMelreHus — 3a/iaua, KoTopasi MHOIMM Kas3asach
HEBBITIOJIHUMOM, 00peueHHOM Ha ripoBas. Ho asis JleoHnja MelikoBa, 4esoBeka,
KOTOPBIY BCIO JKWU3Hb IIPe0/0J/ieBa/l HEBO3MOKHOE B CIIOpTe, IIOIPOCTY He
CYLL[eCTBOBAJIO CJIOBA «HEBO3MOXXHO». B ero co3HaHuy, 3aKajleHHOM
OeCcKoHeUHbIMU TPeHHUPOBKAMU U COCTSI3aHUsIMU, Bcer/ia Obljia TOJIbKO OfjHA LiesTb —
BBITIOJIHUTb.

B KpoMeIHoM, Herpor/si{HOW ThMe, TI0/] TOKPOBOM CaMOi T/1y00KoH HOuH,
KOTOpasi MOI'J1a CKPBITh JjakKe TeHb, OH M ero BepHbIi ToBapull Kyiakos, Takue xe
pelmTebHbIE U OeccTpaliHble, TPOOUPaNICh CKBO3b Jie/ISTHYO, POHU3BIBAIOLLYTO
1o Kocteit Bogy peku JIyru. Kaxkapiii rpe6oK, KaxkJasi CeKyH/ja ObLIM Harlo/IHeHbI
CMepTeJibHbIM prucKOM. OHU, BuepalllH/e CIIOPTCMeHBI, Ube Teslo ObII0 CO3aHo
Juist ToOesi B MUPHBIX OacceiiHax, Teriephb CTaM COJIIATaMHU, TI/IBIBYLIUMU



HaBCTpeuy [MOJTHOM HEU3BeCTHOCTH, IBKHMMBIE JIMILIb MOTYYUM YYBCTBOM Zl0/Ira
niepes; PoauHoit 1 6e33aBeTHOI oTBary. CoOpaB Bce HeOOX0JUMbIe CBeleHMUs,
KOTOpbIe MOIJIM PeLINTh UCXO/, L1eJIOr0 CpakeHHsl, OHU Havya/lu MyTh 00paTHO, HO
ux 00Hapy>Xuu... BHe3ariHo, CJIOBHO M3 HUOTKY/1a, 8/ KPOMEILIHbI 00pYIIHICS
Ha HUX. MollHbIe, C/Iersiue Tyud NPoXXKeKTOPOB CMePTH MPOH3WIU TYCTYI0 TbMY
HOUM, @ BOKPYT HUX 3aCBUCTeJIH, 3apblua/iy U 3areiy myJ/iu, oAH1Mas (POHTaHbI
BO/IbI U pa3phbiBast Bo3Ayx. KynakoB, ero Hafie)xHbili 60eBoM TOBapUIL], ObLT TSHKEO
paHeH, ero co3HaHUe Hayasio yracartb, Tejio 0OMSIK/IO B X0/I0/JHOU BoZie. B aToT
CTpAlLLIHbIN, KPUTHUeCKUW MUT JIeoHU]] He APOTHYJI, He TIOTepsi1 caMoob/i1aiaHusl.
OH MTHOBEHHO TPUHS pelleHne, NPOAUKTOBaHHOE Heve/I0BeYeCKOM CUIION JyXa:
B3Ba/IW/1 OeCUyBCTBEHHOE, TspKesioe Tero KysiakoBa Ha CBOM 1/1eUd U, TIpeBo3Morast
HaKaTbIBaIOIIYI0 00/ U YCTalIOCTh, TIOTOJI3 K CTIacUTelbHOMY Oepery, K peke. B
3TOT MOMEHT Pa3/ajicsi OrIyIIUTeTbHbIN B3phIB... OCTpasi, >Kryuasi, afckasi 00/1b
TIPOH3MJIA eT0 MPaByI0 PYKY — OCKOJIOK MUHBI BOH3UJ/ICS I71yO0KO B 1710Th. Ho oH
He MOr, He cMen catbcsd. OH He MMeJT paBa Ha MopakeHue HU repeJ BparoM, HU
niepe/; cob0ii, HU Mepe/; CBOUM paHeHbIM ToBapuilieM. CobpaB Bce CBOM OCTAaTKU
CUI, MOOWIM30BaB KaXKAYIO KIeTOUKY Tejla, OH TpryKasl 6eCrioMoILHYyo,
OKpPOBaBJ/IEHHYIO PYKY K TeJy, JieBOM, e[UHCTBeHHOW paboueli pyKoi mogxBaTusl
paHeHOro TOBapHIlia U, OTTOJIKHYBILKCh, OPOCU/ICSI 0OpaTHO B XOJIOIHYIO BOAY.
OpHa pyka... OfHa Ku3Hb, BUCsIIas Ha BosiocKe. OH T/IbL, paboTasi TOBKO
HOTaMM, Harfpsiras ux Jjo rpeZiesia, 00psick C KOBapHbIM TeUeHUEM, C
MyJIbCUpYOLLielt 00/bI0 B pyKe, ¢ camoii CMepThIo, KOTopasi /ibllliaza eMy B CIIHHY.
W on nobeaun. My»xecTBo, OTTOUEHHOE ro/laMy CTIOPTUBHOE MacTepCTBO,
HeBepOosiTHasl, TUTaHWUUeCKasi CUjia BOJIM — BCe 3TO CJIMJIOCh BOEIMHO, UYTOObI He
TIPOCTO CIaCTH [[Be >KU3HU, HO U JOHEeCTH [I0 CBOUX KOMaHZO0BaHUsl OeclieHHbIe
6oeBble cBesieHus. Ha gpyrom Gepery, cpefi CBOMX, UX yxKe »KJanu... VX »kaano
criaceHue OT y»KacoB 00s1 ¥ He3aMe/|IUTe/IbHasl OTIIPaBKa B rocnuTasb. Ho B ero
cep/iLie HaBCer/ia 0CTajaach He3a)KMBaroIjasi, KpoBoToYalllas paHa — [aMsTh O
60eBbIX TOBapHIIaX, O TeX, KTO Majl CMEPThI0 XPabphIX B TOM CTpAaIlIHOM 0010, U
ocobeHHo o EBrenuu besikoBCkOM, MHOTOKPaTHOM UeMITHOHE CTPaHBI 110
TJIaBaHUIO, Ubsl spKasi >KU3Hb 000pBaiach Ha BpaxkeCKoM Oepery, Tak U He
JO’KJABIINCH CrlaceHus. JTa MaMATh CTajla ero BeYHbIM, HEMbIM YKOPOM U BeUHbIM
JiBUTaTeseMm.

JTeonn KaprioBuu MelkoB... Ero >kKu3HeHHbIM IMyTh Hava/cs 1 sHBaps
1916 ropa B ropoge LlapuiipiHe, B CKpOMHOM ceMbe Ky3Hella. OT 0TLja, MOTy4ero u
TPY/I0/TFOOMBOTO Ue/iIoBeKa, OH YHac/eZioBa/l He TOJIbKO BHEIIIHIOO CTaTh, HO U
MOUCTHHEe OOraThIPCKOE 3/I0POBbE, HeIFOKUHHYIO CUTYy U BBIHOCTMBOCTb. OIHAKO
BMECTO TOTO UTOObI MPO/IO/KUTE CeMeHOe /ieio ¥ paboTaTth B )KapKoi Ky3He,
MoJioziou JleoHu | BeIOpart Ajist cebsi YTy CTUXUIO — BOAY, KOTOpasi MaHW/Ia ero
CBOel HeM3BeJaHHOCTBIO U obeljaHreM cBoOO/ k1. [To/1 Uy TKUM PYKOBOZCTBOM



CBOEro TepBOro TpeHepa OH OUeHb OBICTPO OCBOW/ TEXHUKY KPOJIsl, IEMOHCTPUPYSI
MPUPOJHYIO TPaLiMIO U MOPa3vTeIbHYH CKOPOCTb. Ho cypoBbIe peanuu Toro
BpeMeHU — OTCYTCTBUe COBPeMEHHBIX, XOPOIII0 000pyA0BaHHBIX OacCeHOB U
JIOCTaTOUHBIX YCJIOBUM [I7Is1 TDEHUPOBOK — C€Phe3HO OTPAaHUUMBAJIH ero ObICTPHINA
POCT Y pa3BUTHe KaK NMPOQecCMoHaNIbHOro crioprcMeHa. [TopakeHre Ha OJHUX U3
Ba)KHEUIIIMX COPeBHOBaHUI B MOCKBe, KOTOpOe MOTJIO Obl C/IOMUTh [IyX MeHee
CTOWKOIO Ue/I0BeKa, JIUIIb [MOZCTETHYJIO ero y>ke CpOpMHUpOBaBLLeecs: CTpeM/IeHHe
K coBepieHCTBY. OH He MPOCTO TPeHUPOBAsCs, OH OYKBaIbHO KU B BOJIE,
OTTauMBas Kaxk/ioe ABWKeHue. YTIOpHbIe, W3MaThIBaloI[1e TPeHUPOBKU,
HEYKpOTHMasi, IToUTH paHaTUUHasi BOJIS K TI00e/ie — ¥ BOT OH Y>Ke He MPOCTO
YYaCTHUK, a HACTOSALLMI TpUyM(aTop, KOTOPbI 3aBOEBbLIBAET MepBbie MeCTa Ha
BCeX COCTS3aHUAX M OJIMH 3a PYTMM yCTaHaB/IuBaeT HOBble pekopzbl CCCP.
KpoJib, 3aTem baTTepdiisiti — OH MOKOPSi/I BOAHbBIE CTUXUH, CTAHOBSICh C KaXK/[bIM
JTHEM BCe CUIbHee, ObICTpee U TeXHUUHee, peBpalljasiCh B HACTOAIIYIO JieTeH Ty
BOZHOTO CIIOPTA.

BouiHa... Panenue... [Toc/ieBoeHHbIN afi JIeHUHIPaJCKOTO FOCIIATAIS, Tie
Bpauu, CMeHsisl YT Apyra, 60poMch 3a ero KU3Hb U, UTO He MeHee Ba)KHO, 3a ero
M3yBeueHHYIO MpaByI0 PYKy. YTpo3a aMIyTalliy, 3TOT CTPaIllHbIi, becrolaaHbINA
TIPUTOBOP, BUCEJIAa HaJ| HUM JJAMOK/IOBBIM MeUOM, o0elriasi HaBCeria JIUIIUTh ero
nmrobumoro criopta. Ho JIeoHus He Mor, IPOCTO He UMeJI IpaBa JA0IMyCTUTh 3TOTO.
Ero Boss, 3aKasieHHasi B 00sIX ¥ TPEHUPOBKax, Oblyla CHUbHee F000ro BpaueOHOTro
BepAuKkTa. OH TBEp/I0 3Ha/I: OH [IOJKEH BepPHYThCS B CIIOPT, B OacceliH, K BOje.
Bormpeku BceM 3arpeTam Bpauel, UrHOPUPYsT HECTEPITUMYIO 060/Ib ¥ H3HEMO>XKEHHE,
OH Hayas TpeHupoBaThcsi. CHavasia 3To ObUIM efiBa 3aMeTHbIe ABW)KEHHsI, 3aTeM —
TIOJTHOTIeHHbIEe YITPayKHEHUSsI, HarpaB/ieHHbIe Ha pa3paboTKy U3yBeueHHOUM PYKH.
Kak b1l 1eHb 0611 60pb00M, KaXk/IbIi Yac — TIBITKOM, HO OH He cAaBasicsi. CypoBbie
ycnoBust brokazpl JIeHMHrpazia, IOCTOSTHHBIM TOJIOZ, TIPOHU3LIBAIOIIUNA X0JIO,
KOTOPbIY TIpoOMpat /10 KOCTell — BCe 3TO He MOTJIO OCTaHOBUTH ero. OH
TMPO/I0/KajT TPEHUPOBAThLCS, 3aHOBO YUMJICS TI/IaBaTh, 3aHOBO KOBAJ/l CBOIO mobeay,
KoTopasi Oblj1a Jjist Hero He TOJBKO JIMUHBIM TPUyMGbOM, HO ¥ CHMBOJIOM
HeCOKPYIIMMOCTH AyXa.

U oH BepHYy/cs! DTo O6bUI0 He MPOCTO BO3BpallleHHe, a TpuyMdbanbHoe
siByieHue jereHbl. B 1943 roay, Korja cTpaHa elije McTeKasia KpOBbIO Ha (PPOHTAX,
OH CHOBa BbIlIes Ha ctapT yeMnuoHata CCCP. U, yTo Ka3asioch HEBEPOSITHBIM
TI0CJIe BCETO TIePEXXUTOTO — TSHKEeJIOTO paHeHus1, TOCIrTalsA, 6J10Ka[bl — OH CHOBA
3aBOeBbIBaeT MPH30Bbie MecTa, Opocasi BbI30B caMmoli cyjb0e. OH ycTaHaB/IMBaeT
HOBBIe PeKOp/ibl, KOTOPbIe Ka3aJlCh HEMbICTUMBIMU, (peHOMeHa/IbHbIMU T10C/Ie
BCero nepexuroro. Ero cnoptuBHOe CONepHUYECTBO C APYTUM BbIJArOIUMCS



niioBLioM, CemeHoM boiiueHKO, He TOMBKO MOACTETHYJ/I0 X 000MX, HO U BBIBEJIO
Ha COBepIIIeHHO HOBLIM, HeObIBa/IbIM YPOBeHb. B/IBOeM OHM CTa/l HaCTOSIIUMU
«TUTaHaMmu OaTTepd/sisi», Kak UX BOCTOP’KEHHO Ha3biBajia 3ara/iHasi Iipecca,
JIOBO/IsSi MUPOBBIE PEKOP/IbI 10 PaHee HeJ0CATaeMbIX BBICOT, OyKBalbHO
repenuchbiBasi UCTOPUIO T1aBaHusl. [19Tb MUPOBBIX PEKOP/OB, YCTaHOBJIEHHBIX Ha
muctaniyuyd 100 MmeTpoB Gpaccom, CTaM arioreeM ero CriopTUBHOM Kapbepbl. OH
CTaJl TIepBbIM COBETCKUM I1JIOBIIOM, Ube UMS ¥ UbU JOCTHXKeHUsI ObLTH
ouianbHO 3aHeCeHbl B TaOMUITY MUPOBBIX PEKOP/IOB, UTO CTaI0 OTPOMHBIM
TPOPBLIBOM [IJIs BCEr0 OT@YeCTBEeHHOI0 CII0pPTa.

W paxe B 3pesioM Bo3pacte JleoHu ] MellKOB HUKOrja He CaBasics,
NIPOJI0JIKast 0CTaBaThCsl IPMMEpPOM HeBepOSTHOM JKU3HEeHHOM aKTUBHOCTU. Ero
HeyeMHasi SHeprusi HaxO/ju/la BbIXOZl B CaMbIX Pa3HbIX 00/1aCTSX: OH YCIEeIIHO
Wrpas B BOJHOE I0JI0, y4acTBOBaI B OJIMMITUNCKUX Urpax B XeabCUHKH,
riepe/iaBasi CBOM OeCLieHHbIH OMbIT MOJIOABIM CIIOPTCMeHaM, CTaB BbIJAtOIMMCSI
TpeHepoM, U MperojaBal, Jeysach 3HaHUAMU U MyPOCThI0. OH MpoJo/pKal KUTh
TIOJTHOL|EHHOM, HaChIII|eHHOM )KU3HbIO, 0T/laBasi Bcero cebs 6e3 ocraTka
mobuMoMYy fley U TeM, KOrO OH YUH/I.

barrepdusii... DTOT YHUKaIbHbIN, PEBOMIOLIMOHHBIN CTUJIb TIJTaBaHUS,
TPeOOBABIIMI HEBEPOSTHOMN CHUJTbI, BLIHOCJUBOCTH ¥ KOOPAWHAIH, CTall
MOJ/IMHHBIM CUMBOJIOM €r0 3MO0XU Y ero JIMYHOCTHOTO TpuyMda. VIMeHHO B 3TOM
CTHJIe OH JIOCTUT CBOMX BEpIIIMH, T0Ka3aB MUPY, Ha UTO CITOCOOeH uesioBeueCcKuit
NyX, 3aKa/ieHHbIN B OTHE BOWHBI U B BOZIaX CTIOPTHUBHBIX OaTauii.

JleoHug MemkoB... ITO He IPOCTO UMS, 3TO CUHOHUM 4ejl0OBeKa-JiereH/bl,
MHOTOTPaHHOM JIMYHOCTH, 00beIUHUBIIEN B cebe yyuliiie KadectBa. OH ObUT He
TOJIKO BE/TMKHUM CTIOPTCMEHOM, UbH JOCTHXKEHUsI CTa/IM 3TaJIOHOM, HO U
OTBa)KHBIM BOMHOM, TepOMUeCKH 3all[MIIIaBILIKMM CBOIO Po/iiHy, a TakKe MyZApbIM
yurTesieM ¥ HaCTaBHUKOM, KOTOPBIM BAOXHOBU/I ThICSTur. OH yIIie/ U3 XXKU3Hu 4
MapTta 1986 roza, HO ero Haciejue, ero rMOABUTM U ero HelpeKJIOHHas BOJIA K
nobe/ie MPOIO/KAIOT XKUTh. [1aMSATh O HEM BEUHO >KUBET B Cep/iliax TeX, KTO 3Hajl
ero JIMYHO, KTO BOCXMIIAJICSI €70 MY>KeCTBOM, KTO YUUJICS ¥ HETO T/IaBaTh He
TOJILKO T€JIOM, HO U JIy1LIOM, TIpeo/joJieBasi JF00bie MPersTCTBUS Ha )KU3HEHHOM
nyTtu. ETo ucTopust — 3TO BeuHOe HallOMHUHaHKWe O TOM, UTO JlaXke repeji TUIoM
CaMBIX CYPOBBIX UCITBITAHUH MOKHO OCTAaBaThCsI HEITOOE[UMBIM, €C/TH COXPaHSTh
Bepy B ce0si U B CBOU CHJIBI.



